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SECRET STATE 307969 

EXDIS HANDLE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, SA 

SUBJECT: SAUDI CONCERN OVER EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS 

REF: JIDDA 8857 

1 . SINCE YOU ARE SEEING PRINCE SAUD, I WANT YOU TO KNOW 
HOW WE ARE POSTURING OURSELVES IN RELATION TO THE SADAT- 
BEGIN MEETINGS. UNTIL WE HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO ASSESS RE- 
PORTS FROM CAIRO AND TEL AVIV, WE HAVE TAKEN THE LINE THAT 
WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE IN 
FURTHERING THE NEGOTIATIONS, BUT WE ARE NOT YET IN A 
POSITION TO COMMENT ON THE SUBSTANCE THAT WAS DISCUSSED. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT SADAT WILL BE REPORTING DIRECTLY TO THE 
SAUDIS AND OTHERS. 

2. WITH PRINCE SAUD, IN ADDITION, YOU MIGHT SAY THAT FROM 
SECRET 
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OUR FIRST READING OF THE REPORTS BOTH SIDES CONTINUED TO 
EXPRESS THEIR COMMITMENT TO A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT 
AND HAVE AGREED THAT ONE OF THE WORKING GROUPS WILL CON- 
CENTRATE ON THE PRINCIPLES OF A SETTLEMENT AND ON A 
RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. A MAJOR FOCUS OF 
THE ISMAILIA TALKS WAS ON HOW TO DEAL WITH THE PALESTINIAN 
QUESTION. WE ALSO REALIZE ONE OF THE MAJOR ISSUES ON THE 
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AGENDA REMAINS HOW TO BROADEN THE NEGOTIATIONS. WE BELIEVE 

THAT AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN DETERMINING HOW AND WHEN THIS 
MIGHT BE DONE WILL LIE IN THE PROGRESS THAT IS MADE IN THE 
DISCUSSIONS OF THE WEST BANK AND GAZA PROBLEM. THEREFORE, 
WE WILL BE SPEAKING WITH KING HUSSEIN WHEN THE PRESIDENT 
MEETS HIM IN TEHRAN IN ORDER TO GET HIS SENSE OF HOW THAT 
MIGHT BE DONE. AND WE WOULD WELCOME ANY VIEWS THE SAUDIS 
MAY HAVE ON THAT QUESTION. WE ARE NOT AT THIS STAGE 
PRESSING FOR JORDANIAN INVOLVEMENT, BUT ARE ACTIVELY 
THINKING ABOUT HOW TO KEEP ALIVE THE PROSPECTS FOR A BROAD- 
ER SETTLEMENT. 

3. YOU CAN SAY THAT WE ASSUME THE SAUDIS SHARE OUR OB- 
JECTIVE OF KEEPING THE FOCUS ON A BROAD SETTLEMENT. OUR 
EFFORTS WILL BE TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN IN THE DAYS AHEAD 
TO BUILD FROM WHAT BEGIN AND SADAT HAVE DONE IN AN EFFORT 
TO ACHIEVE THAT BROADER END. 

4. YOU MAY TELL PRINCE SAUD THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL BE 
ABLE TO GIVE KING KHALID OUR FULLER ASSESSMENT OF THE 
RESULTS OF THE BEGIN-SADAT DISCUSSIONS WHEN HE MEETS WITH 
HIS MAJESTY NEXT WEEK AND WILL WANT TO SEEK THE KING'S 
VIEWS ON WHAT OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS CAN DO TO FURTHER 
THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATING TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE. 

FYI. IN MAKING THIS POINT. PLEASE BEAR IN MIND THAT 
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OUR PURPOSE IS TO GET ACROSS GRACIOUSLY THE HOPE THAT 
THE SAUDIS WILL NOT TAKE ANY STEP BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT THAT WOULD UNDERCUT THE PROCESS BEGIN 
AND SADAT HAVE LAUNCHED. VANCE 
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NODIS 

WHITE HOUSE FOR BRZEZINSKI ONLY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 307969 ACTION IIDDA RIYADH DATED DEC 27: 

QTE:S E C R E T STATE 307969 
EXDIS HANDLE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, SA 

SUBJECT: SAUDI CONCERN OVER EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI TALKS 

REF: JIDDA 8857 

1 . SINCE YOU ARE SEEING PRINCE SAUD, I WANT YOU TO KNOW 
HOW WE ARE POSTURING OURSELVES IN RELATION TO THE SADAT- 
BEGIN MEETINGS. UNTIL WE HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO ASSESS RE- 
PORTS FROM CAIRO AND TEL AVIV, WE HAVE TAKEN THE LINE THAT 
WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE IN 
FURTHERING THE NEGOTIATIONS, BUT WE ARE NOT YET IN A 
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POSITION TO COMMENT ON THE SUBSTANCE THAT WAS DISCUSSED. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT SADAT WILL BE REPORTING DIRECTLY TO THE 
SAUDIS AND OTHERS. 

2. WITH PRINCE SAUD, IN ADDITION, YOU MIGHT SAY THAT FROM 
OUR FIRST READING OF THE REPORTS BOTH SIDES CONTINUED TO 
EXPRESS THEIR COMMITMENT TO A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT 
AND HAVE AGREED THAT ONE OF THE WORKING GROUPS WILL CON- 
CENTRATE ON THE PRINCIPLES OF A SETTLEMENT AND ON A 
RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. A MAJOR FOCUS OF 
THE ISMAILIA TALKS WAS ON HOW TO DEAL WITH THE PALESTINIAN 
QUESTION. WE ALSO REALIZE ONE OF THE MAJOR ISSUES ON THE 
AGENDA REMAINS HOW TO BROADEN THE NEGOTIATIONS. WE BELIEVE 

THAT AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN DETERMINING HOW AND WHEN THIS 
MIGHT BE DONE WILL LIE IN THE PROGRESS THAT IS MADE IN THE 
DISCUSSIONS OF THE WEST BANK AND GAZA PROBLEM. THEREFORE, 
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WE WILL BE SPEAKING WITH KING HUSSEIN WHEN THE PRESIDENT 
MEETS HIM IN TEHRAN IN ORDER TO GET HIS SENSE OF HOW THAT 
MIGHT BE DONE, AND WE WOULD WELCOME ANY VIEWS THE SAUDIS 
MAY HAVE ON THAT QUESTION. WE ARE NOT AT THIS STAGE 
PRESSING FOR JORDANIAN INVOLVEMENT, BUT ARE ACTIVELY 
THINKING ABOUT HOW TO KEEP ALIVE THE PROSPECTS FOR A BROAD- 
ER SETTLEMENT. 

3. YOU CAN SAY THAT WE ASSUME THE SAUDIS SHARE OUR OB- 
JECTIVE OF KEEPING THE FOCUS ON A BROAD SETTLEMENT. OUR 
EFFORTS WILL BE TO DO EVERYTHING WE CAN IN THE DAYS AHEAD 
TO BUILD FROM WHAT BEGIN AND SADAT HAVE DONE IN AN EFFORT 
TO ACHIEVE THAT BROADER END. 

4. YOU MAY TELL PRINCE SAUD THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL BE 
ABLE TO GIVE KING KHALID OUR FULLER ASSESSMENT OF THE 
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RESULTS OF THE BEGIN-SADAT DISCUSSIONS WHEN HE MEETS WITH 
HIS MAJESTY NEXT WEEK AND WILL WANT TO SEEK THE KING'S 
VIEWS ON WHAT OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS CAN DO TO FURTHER 
THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATING TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE. 
FYI. IN MAKING THIS POINT, PLEASE BEAR IN MIND THAT 
OUR PURPOSE IS TO GET ACROSS GRACIOUSLY THE HOPE THAT 
THE SAUDIS WILL NOT TAKE ANY STEP BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S VISIT THAT WOULD UNDERCUT THE PROCESS BEGIN 
AND SADAT HAVE LAUNCHED. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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